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The M&M Area Community Foundation (MMACF) recently awarded Philanthropy Fund grants 

to eight organizations across Marinette and Menominee Counties.  The Board of Directors of the 

MMACF established the Philanthropy Fund in 2015.  This fund operates differently than other 

endowed funds held at the Foundation.  Half of all donations received are granted back to the 

community while the other half are endowed, which allows for even more funding to be sent to 

nonprofits in the Foundation’s two county service area. 

 

The following programs and projects received funding this year: 

 

The Country Bible Church in Wallace will pay it forward to community members who cannot 

afford a bountiful meal.  Their grant will provide a Thanksgiving dinner for people struggling 

with poverty, disabilities or loneliness.  Volunteers expect to serve the annual meal to 

approximately 75 guests.  

 

Friends of the Menominee County Library received a grant to expand their early literacy 

programs to include daycare providers and Pre-K classrooms.  They plan to purchase books, 

book bags and informational book markers for approximately 250 children. 

 

“Art Force” at Goodman-Armstrong Creek School District received a grant for their Community 

Gratitude Through Art project.  Students of all ages will work together to add an extra element of 

artistic beauty to their community in conjunction with local artists and businesses. 

 

The Marinette School District plans to use their funding for restocking a book vending machine 

at Park Elementary School.  Students can earn gold coins by displaying excellent behavior or 

reaching their goals.  The coins are then used to select a book which they will keep.  



Peter Piper Kiddie Nurseries will use their first ever grant from the Community Foundation to 

purchase STEM/STEAM materials to use as a part of their daycare curriculum.  

 

The School District of Niagara will continue its partnership with the local Coats of Many Colors 

organization to use this grant to buy winter jackets, snow pants, boots and other accessories for 

students in grades 4k - 12.  Families in need pick up request forms from the school district 

detailing what is needed and sizes.  Then, volunteers shop for the items. 

 

The City of Marinette will use their Philanthropy Fund grant for the Einstein Project.  This effort 

allows for kids in our communities to learn science, technology, engineering and math (STEM) 

applications in a hands-on learning experience. 

 

 The transportation needs of local residents will be supported by a Philanthropy Fund grant to St.  

Joseph Conference – Marinette, Society of St. Vincent de Paul.  The grant will provide taxi cards 

for use by individuals in order to get to their medical appointments, urgent care visits, dental 

appointments, job interviews and rides to and from work.  

 

The community foundation is seeking financial partners for the Philanthropy Fund.  If your 

business is interested in designing a “Round-Up” program which helps provide Philanthropy 

Fund grants, please contact MMACF Executive Director, Paula Gruszynski, at 906-864-3599.  In 

addition, community members who would like to contribute, may send checks for this fund to 

the MMACF at 1110 10th Avenue, Suite L-1, Menominee, MI 49858. 

 

-30- 


