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Menominee, MI – Hannah Bell, coach of the Menominee Girls Softball team and an employee of 

Aurora Health Care, was presented with the fifth annual Queen Marinette Award at an award 

ceremony Sept. 20 at UW-Green Bay, Marinette campus.  The honor is bestowed by the 

Women’s Giving Circle of Marinette & Menominee Counties, a committee of the M&M Area 

Community Foundation.  

 

Hannah was recognized for her perseverance in establishing the first softball team for girls at 

Menomonee High School. During this yearlong effort, she met with school officials including 

the superintendent, financial committees, and the school board. Hannah’s goal was to help young 

women excel in this sport while building leadership skills and confidence. Rachel Thyne, who 

nominated Hannah for this award, writes, “Not only did those girls work hard at practices, but 

they also worked hard to raise the money to make their season happen. These girls have learnt 

that when you really want to make something happen, you do whatever it takes. That is exactly 

what Coach Hannah Bell did for over a year.” 

 

In addition, 12 area organizations received grant funding from the Women’s Giving Circle 

totaling $10,640.  Grant awards included $500 to CASA of Menominee County for a new office 

computer; $500 to the City of Marinette Recreation Department for a new program for toddlers; 

$1,500 to the DAR Boys and Girls Club to fund five girls living in female head of household 

families for a year; $300 to the Girl Scouts of the Northwestern Great Lakes for volunteer 

retention and recognition; $500 to the Menominee County ISD for a reading program where 

children receive a free book mailed to their home every month; $1,500 to Newcap, Inc. for food 

for women clients of the Marinette Newcap Food Pantry; $600 to Project Give to fill 75 purses 

and tote bags with hygiene and beauty essentials for girls; $500 to Rainbow House Domestic 

Abuse Service, Inc. to supply tool boxes, sewing kits and first aid kits to women transitioning to 

independent living; $1,740 to St. Agnes, St. Augustine, St. Mary Conference of St Vincent de 

Paul Crivitz to assist women with housing and utilities so they can stay in their homes; $500 to 

St. Thomas Aquinas Academy for a girls’ LEGO Robotics and GEMS Club; $1,500 to  St. 
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Vincent de Paul Society of Marinette for food security for women headed households; and 

$1,000 to Tri-City Area United Way for the Getting Ahead Program.  

 

The event was the Women’s Giving Circle’s annual meeting. Officers for the coming year were 

chosen. They are Kalyani Grasso, chair; Pam Losinski, vice chair; Joann Klumb, treasurer; and 

Sheryl Fugere, secretary. 

 

The Giving Circle began in 2008 when a female donor who prefers to remain anonymous made a 

gift to the foundation to support women’s philanthropy.  To date, the Women’s Giving Circle has 

awarded $64,640 in grants to local organizations that help women and children, according to 

Christine Pada, who leads the grant committee. 

 

For more information, people may call the Women’s Giving Circle at 715-952-2007.  
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